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Job Approval and Ballots of Presidents Seeking Second Term –
Poll in January and Right Before Election

Incumbent President
Job Approval January 

of an Election Year
Last Job Approval 

Before Election
Actual Final 

Incumbent Vote 

Net Difference
(Final Vote –

Last Job Approval ) 

Ronald Reagan* 53% 58% 59% +1%

George H.W. Bush 53% 40% 38%** -2%

Bill Clinton 46% 53% 49%** -4%

George W. Bush 54% 49% 51% +2%

Barack Obama 48% 47% 51% +4%

Donald Trump 46% 45% 47% +2%

Joe Biden 37% ? ? ?
**Ross Perot 3rd Party Candidate*Data is From Gallup 
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